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OOBBBSPONDBNOE. 



Question Answered as to Two Old Collections of Virginia Statutes. 

Editor's Note.— Some months ago the Bell Book & Stationery- 
Company published a complete list of Virginia Codes and compila- 
tions. On the list the following items were found which did not 
appear on the list furnished by Mr. William E. Ross in his article 
on The History of the Virginia Codification, 11 Va. Law Reg. 100, nor 
on the list found in the British Museum Catalogue; to wit, "1705, 
Purvis (?)," and "1722 Beverly (?)." We consequently wrote to 
Mr. T. L. Cole, president of the Statute Law Book Company, of 
Washington, D. C. Mr. Cole is an authority on the subject and 
we therefore publish his letter at length. Other matter on this 
subject will be found in this issue under the head of Miscellany. 

Editor of Va. Law Register. — A collection of Virginia Statutes 
of 1705 about which you ask is, we believe, known not to have been 
printed. There is no record of any copy having been printed and 
no copy is known to exist in print. 

Of the edition of Beverly's Abridgement, 1722, I know of no 
record except that in Hening's Statutes at Large, vol. I, page v, 
and in the Virginia Code 1849, page iv. The latter was evidently 
copied from the former, although it does not cite Hening. Unless 
either Hening or his informant was mistaken as to the date, there 
was an edition of this abridgement printed in 1722, for you will see 
he makes his statement very positively and even gives the name of 
the owner of the volume. However, no copy is now known to exist, 
either in the United States or in England. The date to which the 
abridgement covers (June 10, 1720) would seem to indicate that 
the book was issued about that time and this gives force to Hening's 
statement, but, as I state, no copy is now known. 

The earliest known issue of Beverly's Abridgement is that printed 
in London in 1728. That issue, like the one supposed to have been 
printed in 1722, covers only to June 10, 1720, and it seems very singu- 
lar that there should have been so long an interval between the 
date to which it covers and its printing. 

The above are all the facts I know concerning the supposed 1722 
edition and I wish you would follow up the information given in 
Hening, vol. I, to see if it can be verified or the copy found, and 
let me know the result. It is a very interesting problem which I 
should be very glad to see solved. 

Yours very truly, 

T. L. Cole. 



